PARISH COUNCIL NOTES

From the meeting held 6th November 2008 in the Village Hall
Election of Chairman

Since the last meeting, Trevor King had handed in his resignation as Chairman.   The Vice-Chairman conducted a vote;  there were two nominations:  Trevor King and Ian Scaife.   Trevor King was elected and then took over as Chairman.   

Resignation of 3 Parish Councillors

After the election, three Parish Councillors resigned:  Stuart McWilliam, Ian Scaife and Bob Twiddy.   The Clerk will notify SDC once the resignations have been received in writing.   The posts will then be advertised on the notice board, as is the usual practice.

Public comments/questions

In response to questions, the Chairman stated that if more than three applications for the vacant posts are received, and SDC receive requests from 10 or more parishioners for an election, then an election for the three vacancies will be held.   Otherwise the Parish Council will co-opt from the applicants.

Finance

The Parish Council agreed, as in the past, to pay half the 2008 costs of cutting the grass in the churchyard.   (The Chairman declared an interest in this item and left the meeting during the discussion).   However, it was felt that the increase of 8% on last year’s cost was rather large and the PCC have been asked to arrange to seek tenders for 2010.   It was also agreed to continue to pay all the costs of cutting the grass on the Recreation Ground on behalf of the Memorial Ground Trust.   However, they will also be asked to get quotes for 2010 (not time for 2009).

Environment

Clerk to report the following items:  litter on verges of A27 from Whiteparish sign to Brickworth Corner;  litter bin in the Copse, Highlands Way, pushed over and concrete uplifted;  various road nameplates damaged:  junction Miles Lane/Ashmore Lane, junction Hop Gardens/Newton Lane, Romsey Road by Cowesfield;  concrete hydrant flattened on green in front of Green Close.

Planning

2008/1555 Planning Application for 7 dwellings (rural affordable housing) in Newton Lane – was approved at the Southern Area Committee earlier that day.   Report from Wiltshire Rural Housing Association on next steps in this project elsewhere in this magazine.

An appeal on the refusal of a planning application for 8 sites (which could mean 35 caravans) for travelling showpeople in Steplake Lane in Plaitford was being held on 18/19/20 November.   The PC to send a representative to object on behalf of Whiteparish;  if appeal is allowed, it would mean large fairground machinery travelling through the village, possibly in the middle of the night.

Possible new Community Centre

It is hoped that the architects of the planned new joint sports pavilion/village hall on the Memorial Ground will be submitting a planning application for the building within the next two to three weeks.  It is still planned to bring the project forward to another village meeting if and when planning permission has been obtained and other work completed including sorting of issues with the Charity Commission and producing a Business Plan.

Village Design Statement

A meeting had been held and it is hoped to produce a VDS within a year.   The PC complimented the team on the amount of work that had already been put in to producing a schedule of work. 

Next Meeting + Finance Committee meeting

Villagers are welcome to attend the next Parish Council Meeting which will be held at 7.30 pm on Thursday, 11th December 2008 in the village hall when they will be able to speak at the discretion of the Chairman.    Please inform the Clerk or any councillor if you can’t attend and wish to raise any village matter.   There will also be a Finance Committee that evening at 7pm at the same venue which members of the public are welcome to attend.   The agenda will be to recommend a budget and the precept needed for 2009/10.
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