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21 November 2014

Dear Sir/Madam,
Proposed solar park at Witherington Farm, nr Downton
Public consultation event preview, 1pm-2.30pm, Friday 28 November
We wanted to let you know at the earliest opportunity about our proposal to make solar energy for more than 12,000 homes on land at Witherington Farm, off the A36.
80% of people in the UK support solar, making it the most popular way to generate energy
. Home-grown energy sources help reduce our reliance on foreign energy imports and insulate us against the fluctuating world market prices that impact our energy bills.

We have carefully evaluated this site before bringing it forward, and we are confident that it would be a good place to make clean energy for future generations. We would now like to hear your views and those of people living locally, before we refine and submit our planning application.

We consider each of our site designs very carefully, so that they can be well integrated in the landscape behind hedgerows and trees to preserve the area’s character. Solar panels would be set away from homes and businesses and are completely silent. 
We are holding a public consultation event to provide more information at Downton Memorial Hall, The Borough, Downton, SP5 3NB on 28 November 2014 between 3pm and 7pm. We are also holding a dedicated session for local council members and other stakeholders beforehand between 1pm and 2.30pm.
You will be able to speak to members of the team working on the project, and ask questions about the proposals and about solar energy in general. We also hope to address some of the myths and misconceptions about solar power.
We’re committed to being a good neighbour to those who live and work near our solar parks, so we would like to hear your ideas on how we can support projects in the local community. If approved, our site would also feature information boards and outdoor learning facilities for schools.
If you are unable to attend but have further questions we would be happy to meet to discuss our proposals in more detail. Any formal plans for a solar park at Witherington would be subject to a future decision by Wiltshire Council.
We can also be contacted with comments and queries in a number of ways:

· By letter at FREEPOST HIVE ENERGY (no stamp required)

· By email at info@hiveenergy.co.uk
· By Freephone 08000 191719, 9am-5pm, Mon- Fri (with a call-back facility at other times)

· More information is also available at: www.hiveenergy.co.uk/witherington 

We are seeking feedback between now and  8 December 2014, which will be really important in helping to shape our final proposals. 
Yours sincerely,

 Hive Energy Community Relations team

Some of your questions answered

Would I see or hear the park?

New and existing trees and hedging would help integrate a solar park into the landscape in addition to encouraging the growth of local wildlife populations. Solar panels themselves are completely silent, and are not lit up at night.

Would a solar park create traffic?

Once operational, a technician would typically only need to access the site by car or small van a couple of times a month to maintain the panels and supporting equipment.  We would put a detailed traffic management plan in place to make sure that the park was created as smoothly as possible with any vehicles accessing the site via the A36.

How would a solar park at Witherington Farm impact local wildlife?

We have carried out detailed environmental studies on local wildlife at the proposed site and are working closely with Natural England to ensure that construction would have little to no impact on existing populations. 

Once operational solar parks can become havens for wildlife and the RSPB and National Trust both support well-designed solar parks. We are corporate members of the British Beekeepers Association and work with them to establish apiaries on many of our sites. 

We’d also take steps to support farmland birds by introducing feeding strips for Turtle Doves at key locations on the site. 

� Department of Energy and Climate Change, ‘DECC Public Attitudes Tracker: Wave 11’, 4 Nov 2014
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